6.8    ON "INTERVENTION," MATERIAL AND MORAL.

wrong done, and the effect of public opinion in ulti-
mately requiring its discontinuance, have recently been
admitted by the perpetrator himself. The error so
frequently committed by nations is not in protesting
where they will not strike, but in protesting where
they have no right to protest, that is, in cases not
belonging to the category of thase in which only they
are entitled to pronounce an opinion. Upon the
mischievous character of such proceedings there is no
need to dwell. If they happen to be based on an
erroneous judgment, they are of course directly pro-
ductive of evil. If not, the nation whose conduct is
condemned, firmly believing, and not without some
reason, in the justice of its own cause, and at the
same time feeling that even if it were in the wrong
the dispute is not one on which, its censor has a right
to decide, rejects them with indignation or with
ridicule, and the entente cordiale between the two
countries is endangered, to the prejudice of the cause
of peace; while, as regards the repetition of the same
conduct by the same or any other nation, such remon-
strances are wholly without preventive influence.

" Intervention" has here been treated of in that
more usual and limited sense of the term in which it
does not include either interposition for the purpose of
protecting any rights or interests of the interposing
state, or any action taken by it on account of the
treatment of its own subjects in another. Such trans-
actions fall within the scope of other branches of the
general inquiry as to the circumstances under which a
nation is justified in making or in threatening war.